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SUBJECT: QUEBEC MINISTER SPEAKS SOFTLY TO MULTINATIONAL REPRESENT- 
ATIVES 

SUMMARY: COLLOQUY WAS HELD IN QUEBEC ON MARCH 3-4 FOR 200 
REPRESENTATIVES OF MULTINATIONAL AND PANCANADIAN COMPANIES. MEETINGS 
WERE ADDRESSED BY THREE SENIOR QUEBEC MINISTERS WHO ATTEMPTED 
PUT MODERATE, CONCILIATORY FACE ON P.Q. POLICIES. MAJOR 
EMPHASIS WAS GIVEN BY MINISTERS TO FACT THAT P.Q. WISHES 
CONTINUED ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION WITH CANADA AND DOES NOT FAVOR 
DESTRUCTIVE. AUTARCHIC FORM OF INDEPENDENCE. PRESS REPORTS IN 
FRANCOPHONE MEDIA SUGGEST AT LEAST SOME OF PARTICIPANTS WERE 
FAVORABLY IMPRESSED. END SUMMARY 

1 . BATTERY OF QUEBEC MINISTERS YESTERDAY ADDRESSED COLLOQUY 
ORGANIZED BY "PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL" IN QUEBEC CITY FOR SOME 
200 REPRESENTATIVES FROM MULTINATIONAL AND LARGE CANADIAN 
FIRMS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, CLAUDE MORIN, TOLD 
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LISTENERS THAT HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES IN GOQ "ARE NOT THE SEPARATISTS 
THAT YOU THINK. WE ARE NOT AS INTRANSIGENT AS WE ARE DESCRIBED." 

GOQ, HE ASSERTED, IS READY TO DISCUSS THE CONCEPTION OF ECONOMIC ASSO 
C- 

IATION AND HAS "PROPOSITIONS" TO SUBMIT. A STUDY NOW UNDER- WAY, HE 
SAID, IS CONSIDERING THE FORM, CONTENT, AND MODALITIES OF APPLI- 
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CATION OF SUCH AN ASSOCIATION. 

2. MORIN CLEARLY INDICATED QUEBEC DOES NOT WISH "SMALL CHANGES" 
POINTING OUT THAT THEIR IS ALWAYS A LARGE GAP BETWEEN QUEBEC DEMANDS 
AND OTTAWA OFFERS. QUEBEC DEMANDS CAN NOT BE NEGOCIATED POINT BY 
POINT. HE SAID. ON ONE HAND. QUEBEC WISHES OBTAIN FULL POWERS OF 
SOVEREIGN STATE. WHILE ON OTHER HAND, IT WANTS TO DISCUSS THE 
ECONOMIC POWERS QUEBEC AND CANADA CAN EXERCISE JOINTLY. 

NEGOCIATION, LEADING BOTH TO INDEPENDENCE AND TO ASSOCIATION, 

SHOULD GO ON SIMULTANEOUSLY. PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU'S EFFORTS TO 
DEMONSTRATE HIS "FLEXIBILITY" HAVE NOT SATISFIED MORIN WHO 

CLAIMED PM IS ALWAYS LATE IN ACCEPTING REALITY. 

3. TAKING A SOMEWHAT LESS CONCILIATORY TONE, MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, BERNARD LANDRY, TOLD AUDIENCE THAT 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT WOULD BE WELCOME IN QUEBEC IN ALL BUT A FEW 
SECTORS OF ECONOMY (E.G. PUBLIC SERVICE, RADIO-TV, PRESS, 

BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS) AS LONG AS THEY RESPECTED QUE 
BEC 

LAW AND THE GOVERNMENT S POLICY FOR FRENCHIFICATION OF BUSINESS. 
QUEBEC, UNLIKE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, HAS NO FAITH IN EFFICACY OF 
SCREENING AGENCY NOR IN VOLUNTARY CODES TO REGULATE FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT. THEREFORE, AN INVESTMENT CODE WILL BE PROMULGATED 
WHICH WILL HAVE FORCE OF LAW WHEN QUEBEC "NO LONGER HAS STATUS 
OF PROVINCE." IN MEANTIME, INVESTORS WILL BE AWARE OF QUEBEC 
ATTITUDE AND MUST EXPECT US TO TAKE ALL MEASURES POSSIBLE AGAINST 
THOSE WHO DO NOT RESPECT OUR WISHES. 

4. THIRD QUEBEC SPEAKER AT COLLOQUY WAS MINISTER OF STATE FOR CULTURAL 
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AFFAIRS, CAMILLE LAURIN, WHO TOOK MODERATE POSITION ON USE OF 
ENGLISH FOR HEAD OFFICE OPERATIONS BY COMPANIES WITH CONNECTIONS 
OUTSIDE QUEBEC. HE ALSO ADDED THAT EXCEPTIONS TO FRANCOPHONE 
REQUIREMENTS MAY BE MADE FOR SOME OLDER EXECUTIVES. 

5. COMMENT: PRESS REPORTS IN FRANCOPHONE MEDIA SUGGEST GENERALLY 
FAVORABLE IMPRESSION WAS MADE ON EXECUTIVES BY QUALITY OF MINISTERIAL 
PRESENTATIONS AND BY THEIR EFFORTS PUT REASONABLE, GENERALLY 
CONCILIATORY FACE ON "PARTI QUEBECOIS" POLICY. ONLY LANDRY PRESENTED 
HARD, SOMETIMES ABRASIVE LINE. SEVERAL PARTICIPANTS WERE 
REPORTED BY CBC FRENCH SERVICE AND BY "LE DEVOIR" AS REALIZING 
FOR FIRST TIME THAT P.Q. WAS PROPOSING CONTINUED ECONOMIC 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE REST OF CANADA AS WELL AS INDEPENDENCE. 

CLEARLY, P.Q. MODERATES ARE MAKING STRONG EFFORT IMPRESS BUSINESS 
AUDIENCES WITH THEIR MODERATION, DEDICATION TO DEMOCRATIC PROCESS, 
AND REASONABLENESS OF THEIR DEMANDS. 

MCNAMARA 
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